
December 2020 GlobeCalendar of Events

Dec.
 14  PTA Meeting - 7:00 PM.  
Watch for an email with Zoom 
Meeting info.

 23   NO SCHOOL – First day of 
Winter Break  

Jan. 2021
 4   Monday, Jan 4th - Everyone 
is back to Class!!

 14  PTA Meeting 7:00 PM

 18  NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day

 29  NO SCHOOL – Staff 
Professional Development

 
 

Dear HPE Families,
It’s hard to believe, but 2020 is coming to an end. And how many of us are at all 
sorry to see this year go into the history books?  While there were certainly some 
highlights to the year, there definitely were a lot of challenges.

As the year comes to a close, so 
does the career of our illustrious 
head clerk, Terri O’Brien. After 34 
years as a clerk in Saint Paul 
schools, Ms. Terri is retiring on 
December 31st. Ms. Terri has been 
the clerk here at HPE for seven years, 
and during that time, has answered 
thousands of phone calls, welcomed 
and helped all of our families and 
students, and has been invaluable to 
me and the staff here at HPE. While 
we will certainly miss seeing Ms. 
Terri at the front desk every day, she 
has more than earned her retirement. 
She is going to take some golf 
lessons and spend a lot more time on 
the golf course, and once the 
pandemic is over, will travel 
throughout the United States to visit 
all of the places she hasn’t yet seen.

We have hired a new clerk, Deb Vruno, who will start with us on January 4. We will 
formally introduce Ms. Vruno to our school community when we return in 2021.

I hope that everyone has a safe, healthy, happy holiday season, and that 2021 
brings us a vaccine that allows us to get back to school, hold celebrations, play 
sports, eat at a restaurant, go to concerts and movies, travel, and toss the masks!

Happy New Year! See you in 2021.

Sincerely,
Nancy Flynn, Principal

Address:  1700 Saunders Ave., St. Paul, MN  55116  Phone:  651-293-8770  Fax:  651-293-8983
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HPE PYP News
PYP Coordinator -  Mrs. Strecker

What makes HPE and PYP different compared to other schools?  Our teaching and lessons are concept and inquiry-based.  Each 
grade level (1-5) explores six transdisciplinary units of inquiry (Pre-K and K are required to have 4).  Each unit of inquiry lasts 
about 4-6 weeks. These units provide the opportunity to explore local and global perspectives.  They allow students to extend 
their learning and encourage students to show action within the subject areas.  See if you can identify which transdisciplinary 
unit your child is connecting to currently. 

Who We Are: An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; 
human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be 
human. 

Where We Are in Place and Time: An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the 
discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationship between and the interconnectedness of individuals 
and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.

How We Express Ourselves: An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs 
and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic. 

How the World Works: An inquiry into the natural world and its laws, the interaction between the natural world (physical and 
biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and 
technological advances on society and on the environment 

How We Organize Ourselves: An inquiry into the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic 
activities and their impact on humankind and the environment. 

Sharing the planet: An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and 
other living things; communities and the relationship within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and 
conflict resolution.

 

Application for Educational Benefits (Free or Reduced Price Meals)

If you have not already completed an Application for Educational Benefits (Free or Reduced Price Meals), please take a few 
minutes to do so. While meals are free for all students this year, it is critical that all families complete this application. These 
applications help to ensure your child’s school receives funding for both in-person and distance learning programs 
and supports.  Complete the paper form that was mailed to you and send it to nutrition services in the self-addressed stamped 
envelope that was sent with the form.

You can complete an application three ways:

● Online at schoolcafe.com/spps.  
● On the SchoolCafe app that is currently available on your student’s iPad.
● By contacting Nutrition Services at ns@spps.org or 651-603-4950 to have a paper application mailed to your home.
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School Choice Enrollment Workshops
The Student Placement Center will host virtual School 
Choice Enrollment Workshops to help families with the 
school application process and to answer questions. 
Each session will include a short presentation that 

explains the enrollment process. 
 

The five dates are:

● 10 a.m. and 11 a.m., Saturday, January 9
● 6:30 p.m., Thursday, January 14
● 10 a.m., Thursday, January 28 
● 6:30 p.m., Thursday, February 11 
● 6:30 p.m., Thursday, February 25

More information will be available on spps.org/apply.

2020-2021 Student Directory
 

The Student Directory is a PTA resource for family 
contact information.  To include your family’s contact 
information in HPE’s 2020-2021 Student Directory, 
please use the following link or QR code to complete 
a form if you have not already done so.
 
https://tinyurl.com/y44wu8j7             
                                      

Including your contact information in the 
directory is optional and you are not required to 
submit your information for this directory, but we 
encourage you to do so.  Many families find this 
directory to be a great way for the students to connect 
with their classmates and for the families to reach out 
to each other.  The Student Directory is also used by 
the PTA to communicate with families. 
 
Every HPE family will have access to the information 
in this directory.  You may include as much or as little 
information as you choose but you should only 
provide the contact information you want 
included in the directory that will be made 
available to our school community.
If you have questions, please text or call the HPE 
PTA at (651) 321-3717 or email 
highlandparkel.pta@gmail.com.

Immunizations & Flu Shots for 
Saint Paul Youth

Saint Paul Public Schools (SPPS) has several options available 
for students to receive flu shots and other immunizations this fall:

Children’s Minnesota Mobile Clinic - SPPS is partnering with 
Children’s Minnesota to offer flu shots and other vaccinations in 
their mobile clinic. The mobile clinic will be in the Harding High 
School parking lot (1540 Sixth St. East) from 3:30-5:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 10. Future dates are to be determined.

Health Start Clinic at Washington Tech (1495 Rice Street) - 
Immunizations are available for Pre-K through 12th grade 
students at the Washington Tech Health Start Clinic on Mondays 
between 8 a.m.-4 p.m. For more information on school-based 
Health Start Clinics, visit spps.org/Page/40978. 

Student Placement Center (2102 University Ave. West) - 
Immunizations including flu shots are given by appointment 
(preferred) or walk-in on Mondays and Wednesdays from 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. starting November 30. These are open to students in 
grades K-12 who are uninsured or have state covered insurance. 
Please call 651-632-3763 to schedule an appointment.
 
Please reach out to your school nurse if you are unsure if your 
child needs vaccines.  You can reach Highland Park Elementary’s 
nurse at Teresa.Smith@spps.org.  For more information about 
immunizations needed for school, visit spps.org/Domain/10339.
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A Message from Ms. Terri - 

It’s been an honor and a privilege to be able to end my career in the St. Paul Public School district at what I 
consider one of the BEST schools in the district (and I have been at a few in 34 years).  What a wonderful, 

talented and dedicated staff, and great, kind and helpful families and students.  I will miss you all!

Enjoy the holiday season - Stay Safe & Healthy!  


